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«The Divinity of the Chriftian Religion. 


CIRCULAR LETTER, 
FROM THE | 


BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, | | 
Affembled at Leicetter, the 13th, 14th, and 15th of June, 1797- 


—— 


— 


- Maintaining the important Do&trines of three equal Perfons in the God- 
head; eternal and perfonal Election ; original Sin; particular Re- 
demption ; free Juftification by the imputed Righteoufnefs of Chrift ; 
efficacious Grace in Regeneration ; the final Perfeverance of real Be-. 
lievers ; the Refurrection of the Dead; the future Judgment; the 
eternal Happinefs of the Righteous; and everlafting Mifery of fuch 
as die impenitent ; with the Congregational Order of the Churches, : 


inviolably ; 


To the feveral Churches they_reprefent, or have received Letters from, meeting at : 
tingham, Nottinghamthire ; Sheep/bead, Leicefter, Sutton-in-the-E/ms, and 
Foxton, Leicefterfhire ; Oakham, Rutland; Braunflon, Guilffoorough, Clipfone, 

* Gretton, Kettering, Northampton, and Road, Northamptonfhire ; O/ney, Bucking- 
hambfhire ; Bedfordthire ; St. Albans, Herts ; and Spa/ding, Lincolnthire*. 


« Grace and Peace be multiplied unto you, through the knowledge of 1 
God, and of Jefus our Lord! | | 


Dear Brethren! 


SR hand of our God being upon us for goes we met in fafety. 

Our interview was pleafant, and, we truft; profitable. Many ef 
the letters from the churches, contained encouraging information. Where 
any caufes of grief exift, may the Lord appeat, heal, and revive his 
work ! A readinefs to liften to the tidings of the Gofpel, evident!y exifts 
in many dark, and, until of late, inacceffible villages. There is en- 
couragement for prayer, and matter for praife. { 

You know, dear Brethren, that it has been our practice for many 
years to addrefs you in our Annual Letter, upon fome fingle- Article of 
Chriftianity. We now vary a little from our ufual method, and fhall 
more immediately lead you to reflect on the Grounds of your faith at large, 
as CHRISTIANS, | | | 

You have in your hands a book which you call the Bisk. You 
confider it as a divinely infpired volume ; containing a revelation of the 
mind and will of God. You make it the rule of your faith and con- 
duct in matters of religion. You yalue it as a treafure of ——— 

wo 


ufual Letters frem Walgrave, Moulton, and Sobam, were by am unex- 
| nderance prevented from coming to handintime. | 


| 
t 


« 
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-this was done, we know not. Nor is it neceflary we fhoul 


. fatisiatory evidence be given of this, the natural con 


_ doubt. Without it, man is like a lonely beni 
/ in a vaft wildernefs; who knows not whither he is 


fate of exiltence for man? If 


4.) 


worth. You find the doctrines it contains, to be fources of the fweetef 
confolation in the life that now is ; and the foundation of 
pleafing expectation as to thatwhich istocome. Yet you are not jg. 
norant, that there are numbers who treat with the moft open ¢op. 
tempt, the volume you fo highly value ; and pour on you a torrent of 
reproach, on account of your adhering to it. Perhaps, fome of yoy 
have known an hour of temptation, when your bofoms have been filled 
with painful, and perplexing doubts. The thought has darted throu 
-your very fouls, how, if the Bible thould prove a delufion ? It has 
wounded your peace, and diftrefled your hearts; brought guilt on your 
confciences, and damped the vigour of your fpiritual purfuits. Now 
with a with to relieve your minds, and ftrengthen your faith in the Dia. 
nity of our holy Religion, we at this time addrefs you. 

- Dear Brethren ; you are in the main fatisfied that ‘we have not fol. 
lowed cunningly devifed fables ; and that the Gofpel we have preached 
unto you, is not after men. True, the enemies of Chriftianity have 
often infinuated, that it will not endure examination: but nothing is 
more repugnant totruth. Provided men do but examine in a ferious 
and impartial manner, we have no fears about the confequence. The 
grand requifite is an upright and honeft heart. But when any difa 
prove the general itrain of revelation for its own fake ; when they diflike 
the doftrines it reveals, and the precepts it inculcates, becaufe they clah 
with their felf-important notions, and vicious propenfities; fuch perfons 
will examine with prejudice. They will be in danger of being governed, 
not fo much by evidence, as by their own previous fentiments and 
feelings. And, if fo, who fees not that they are very likely to make an 
unfair decifion ? | 

We have faid the Bib/e is a volume divinely infpired. ‘The import of 
this aflertion we would explain, and its truth confirm. ; 

Some will probably afk, what do you mean by infpiration? To fuch 
we reply, itis a fupernatural influence upon the mind of a rational 
creature, enabling him to think, and if necefflary to fpeak, or write, in 
fuch a manner as he could not have done without it. True, it admits of 
various degrees. Whén the writer was treating upon a fubject with 


“which he was previoufly acquainted, he only needed the fpirit of infpi- 
ration to affift his recolle&tion, and fecure him from error and miftake. ° 


But on many occafions, the Divine Spirit fuggefted the thoughts and 


ideas immediately to the mind of the penman of the facred page. How 


. We hear 
that a certain fact is afferted. Thecredit we give to it, is not founded on; 


or proportioned to, the eafe with which we comprehend it, but the evi- 
‘dence by which it is fupported. What we here affert is, that the Bible 


was written under fuch an influence as we have now def{cribed. Should 


fequence will be, 
that it contains a revelation of the mind and will of God, and ought te 


_ be our guide in matters of religion. 


That fuch a revelation is defirable, one would fuppofe none call 


ghted traveller, entangle’ 
going. You, dit 


thren, fecl your need of a friendly, a faithful guide. Is there a future 


here is, will it be ; a mife- 
it be a happy, or able 
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4 multitude of enquiries, which you find yourfelves at a lofs to refolve, 


without the Biél. How needful to your daily comfort. is a fatisfactory 
anfwer to queftions fo interefting and important ! 


No reafonable doubt can be made, whether fuch a revelation be pof-. 


ible, or not. No truths can be more felf-evident, than, that the in- 

nitely great and wile Jehovah can make known his mind toa rational 

nd intelligent creature; that he can do itin fuch a manner, as to fatisfy 
fuch a verfon that it is indeed a revelation of hismind; and that he can 
enable him to give to others all neceflary and convincing evidence that 
he is really favoured with a_ revelation from God, Whether the 
pene yeaa with this evidence or not, is the queftion now to be 
examined, 

We begin by remarking the moral character of its writers. That 
they were in the ftrifteft fenfe of the term, perfect, or free from all finful 
defeéts, we mean not to affert.. The contrary is evident. As men, and 
as good men, they had defects. But as to their general character, and 
particularly as writers of the facred pages, they were either honeft or 
difhoneft ; either men of integrity, or guilty of the vileit) knavery ; 
either the true and genuine characters they reprefented themfelves to be, 
or the greateft impoftors that ever exifted in our world. : : 

But fo far as we can contemplate their characters, can we fidd any evi- 
dence that they were defigning, hypocritical, or felf-interefted perfons ? 
Rather on the contrary, do they not at firft fight appear to be fair, open 
ingenuous, and honeft men? Take a view of the Apofles in particular. 
The doftrines they preached may be briefly comprehended gander two 
articles, the Dignity of the perion of |efus, and the Defign Note which 
he came into the world. ‘To demon rate the truth of thes doatrine 
to the Refurrection of Chriit. ‘They appealed not to a faa 
ed wd cy ory at the diftance of a thoufand miles, but on the 

Ot act that had happened a thoufand' years ago, but 
within a few weeks of the time when they began their public Teffimon : 
hot to a fact witnefled by. one or two individuals only, but the proof of 
which was feen by above five hundred at a time. Had there hm 2) 
fraud in the bufinefs, it muft have been detected. Some vin tured 
were ever able to difprove their teftimon Their 

“i been men of truth and integrity. 
his creature man with a bis andwill ie 

and of himfelf, and then fuitable to our charader 
pied fexiptures ? is this the cafe refpeCting the fa~ 
image? He is the holy hol ok 
holinefs thi : ¥> holy, oly Lord God of Hofts ; and does not 
wife God, or va a radiant luftre in every facred page? He is the ouly 
in is infinite ; and is not his infinite wifdom 
great, and preatly t “1 of thofe truths the fcripture reveals? He is 
Majelty becomin y him eared ; and do we not find in it a dignity and 

& hun, vi doth according to his will in’ the “au of 
heaven, 


e? If happy, how inay it be enjoyed ? ‘Thefe are a few among. 
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heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth ? He is good, fuperla. 
tively good ; and what is the Gofpel, but a fyftem of love? Does nos 
benevolence here fhine in the moft attractive form? Examine al] the 
contents of this bleffed book, and fee if their manifeft tendency is not 
to promote the prefent and future welfare of the children of men? 
The Bible is worthy of God. It is a fair tranfcript of the tran{cendant 
excellencies of his glorious character. 

And while it is thus worthy of Gop, it is at the fame time fuited to 
our charaéter and circumftances. Weare ignorant; is there not here 
inftruction? We are rational beings; are there not here arguments 
adapted to convince our judgments, and motives calculated to influence 
our hearts? We are finners, we are in a perifhing condition; and js 
there not here revealed a Saviour able to recover us, and a Salvation 
extenfive as our mifery? We are mortal creatures, we mult ere long 

_ fall a facrifice to the refiftlefs hand of all-conquering death ; and do we 
not here find a future world held up to our view? Are not abodes of 
woe for the wicked, and realms of blifs for the righteous, placed full 
in aed eye? How fuitable to our character and circumftances is fuch a 
volume | 

Upon a fuppofition that God has favoured us with a revelation of his 
mind committed to writing, we may peo xpect that fuch an ar- 
ticle will be the object of his peculiar Care. #his has been the cafe 
with the faered volume. Few, if " writings of credit now exift, fo 
ancient as many parts of the Bide. No other book contains principles 
fo oppofite to the general bias of human nature; and confequently no 
other has met with fuch oppofition. Princes have laboured to deftroy 

_ it; writers to ridicule and difparage it, and priefts to entomb it in the 
Sepulchre of a dead language; but ftill it lives and triumphs. Like the 
glorious character which it principally exhibits, it hath never feen cor- 
ruption. At the Reformation, God, as it were, raifed it from the dead; 
and fince that period it has had free courfe, and been glorified. And 
fuch we are perfuaded will be the cafe more and more, until it fhail have 
pervaded every part of the habitable earth. ates 
Contemplating the fubje& farther, we find that many of the Prophets 
of old, as alfo Chrift and his Apoftles, frequently wrought miracles 

A miracle is fome furprizing and wonderful event, which is fuperior to 

all natural caufes, and evidences the immediate intcrpofition of. a Divine 

power. It feems defigned firft to attraét notice, and then u!timately 00 

confirm ateftimony. Thofe wrought by Mofes of old, or by Chrift and 
the Apoftles in later ages, were well calculated to engage the attention, 
and promote a fpirit of enquiry in the minds of all around. To arreft 
and engage the attention, isan important object ; but to confirma teftimony 
is their ultimate defign. Thus when Mofes was fent by the moft high 

God, to affemble the elders of Ifrael, and go with them to Pharoah, 

demand their liberty in the name of Jehovah, he obferved, that whe 
che thould _ his commiflion, and announce the authority uuder which 
_ he aéted, they would not receive his meflage, or credit his teftimony: 

.. The Lord fspleds by commanding him to caft the rod that was in his 

rand upon the ground; he did io, and it was transformed into a {t 


spent... Then, by Divine direétion, he caught it by the tail, and imme 
diately it became a rod again in his hand. eA fign fimilar to this wa 
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(7) 
ted before the elders of Ifrael ; and the end to be anfwered by 
it was, that they might believe that the Lord God of their fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob, had ap. 

ared unto him. Accordingly when he, in company with Aaron, had 
collested the elders of Ifrael, and delivered his meflage, he repeated this 
fign ; and the people when they faw it, believed, bowed their heads, 

rfhi 

et ion our bleffed Redeemer appeared in the world, and declared 
himfelf to be the Meffiah whofe coming was foretold in the Prophets, 
the truth of his teftimony became a queftion much debated. This 
might naturally be expe&ted. But how fhall the matter be determined ? 
He appealed to the miracles he wrought, as confirming the truth of 
what he faid. So when the humble, but perhaps hefitating charaéter, 
confined in prifon, by his meflengers enquires, “ Art thou he that 
fhould come, or do we look for another?” our Saviour proceeded to 
work various miracles before their eyes. He then addrefled them, 
faying, Go and fhew John again thofe 4 which you do hear and 
fee: the blind receive their fight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleanfed, 
the deaf hear, and the dead are raifed+. Again, when jhe undertook 
to filence the petulant oppofition of fuch as denied his claim, he appealed 
to the miracles he wrought, as affording undeniable evidence of the 
truth of what he afferted. They accufed him of yey ad in faying 
that he was the Sonof God. He repelled the charge by’ replying, “ If 
I do not the works of my Father, believe me not; but if 1 do, though 
ye believe me not, believe the works, that ye may know and believe 
that the Father is in me, and I in him. ae 

Similar was the cafe with the Apoftles of Chrift. Authorized by his 
commiffion, they vifited the heathen ‘nations. IJafpired with celeflial 
ardor, they travelled from land to land, preaching that; Jefus was the 
_ Son of God, and the Saviour of men; at the fame time healing all 

manner of ficknefs, and all kind of difeafes.. There: were evidences 
wherever they went, of the authority under which they acted, and the 
divinity of the meflage they publifled.. ‘Thus ‘‘ God bare them witnefs 
with figns and wonders, and with diverfe miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, according to his own will¢.” sh ee 

That many pretended miracles have made their appearance in the 


world, is admitted. But this circumftance inftead of difcrediting real | 


Ones, ferves rather to confirm them. No man ever counterfeited what 
never exifted. Genuine miracles, we may alfo obferve, are eafily dif- 
tinguithed from thofe which are pretended. On examination, they will 


found worthy of God, having been always wrought to anfwer fome | 


We moral purpofe. Tine far greater part of them were acts of bene- 
ucence to the poor and afflicted ; and thofe few by which judgments were 
ae aa on notorious offenders, were calculated to imprefs the minds of 
peCtators with facred awe. Howcontrary is the charaéter of all thofe 
ora which are attributed to the Romifh faints! They carry in them 
. © marks of lying-wouders, of which the church of God was exprefsly 


forewarned||, Their frivolity is as ridiculous, as their falfehood is 


{ 


INiguitous, 
« 
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Behold a fyftem of religion, to which the broad feal of Heaven fy 
affixed. Surely none can reject Chriftianity, attended with fuch proofs, 
fo plain, fo full, fo numerous, without betraying either the moft cy), 
able inattention, or the moft criminal averfion.. Such evince thay 
lindnefs and calloufnefs of heart, and that depravity of mental tafte, 
which awfully manifeft them to be taken captive by the devil at his wil]*, 
Examining the contents of that volume you call the Bibl, you per. 
ceive that one confiderable branch of it is Prophecy. Here numerous 
events are foretold with aftonifhing exaétnefs, and often many hundreds 
of years before they exifted. This could not be the refulr of human 
forefight. Alone could they be contemplated and foretold by him, 
known unto whom are all things from the beginning t» the end. Seated 
on the circle of the earth as his throne, he furveys a* one glance what. 
ever is paft, prefent, or future to his creatures, and imparts a few oute 
lines of his plan to thofe who fuftain the charaéter of prophets. Speaking 
in his name, and moved by his Holy Spirit, they foretell the rife or the 
fall of individuals, of cities, of kingdoms. Almoft all the important . 
revolutions in the world were foretold in fcripture. ‘The great empires 
of Babylon, Perfia, Greece, and Rome, with their fubdivifions and 
terminations, are depiéted in the prophecies of Daniel, with an accu. 
racy that is truly aftonifhing. Things which continue to this day, and 
events which are now taking place, {tand prediéted in the facred page, 
Do we not fee the pofterity of Japhet, by whom the Ifles of the Gentiles 
were inhabited, through Divine perfuafion embracing the bleffings which 
were once ea almoft exclufively, by Ifrael, who defcended from 
Shem ? and are not Ham’s mifesable pofterity to this day doomed to 
fervitude? Babylon is {wept with the Befom of Deftruéction; Tyre, 
once fo renowned for her commerce, is become as the top of a rock, 4 
ne car for fifhermen to dry their nets: Egypt has Bng been the 
afeft of kingdoms; the pofterity of Ifhmae] retain their ancient cha- 
racteriftics, their hands have been again{t every man, and have often 
obtained extenfive conquefts, but though every, man’s hand hath been 
againft them, they have never been fubdued to a foreign yoke, &c. kc. 
And the prophecies of the New Teftament have been 2s punétually fulfilled 
as thofeofthe Old. Have we not feen Jerufalem in ruins, and the Jews 
| feattered among all nations, exaétly as Chrift foretold? Have we not 
witnefied the fulfilment of prophecy refpecting antichriftian Babylon? 
Obfcure as many things confeffedly ure in the Revelation of John, the 
t outlines of that prophecy are clear as light. The moft prominent 
feature of the whole book is that which has actually been the moft pro- 
minent feature of the new teftament hiitory, namely, a grand apoitacy 
from the truth. Here is held up to our eye, a great power which fhould 
rife by degrees, and ufurp the authority of Chrift ; thould perfecute his 
true feryants to the death; fhould be fupported by thofe nations into 
which the Roman empire, on its diffolution, thould be divided; fhould 
continue above twelve hundred years; but which, at the expiration of 
this period, fhould come to its end, and that by means of the hatred 
of thofe very nations by which it had been fupported. The rife of this 
_ apoltate power, we have feen: its reign alfo has been feverely felt by 
vthe faithiul, for more than a thoufand years. Bleffed be God, as 4 
balance to the calamities of war, which grievoufly afi the earth, by 
2 Tim. 25 6. thefe 
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‘se downfaliis rapidly accomplifhing. Thofe very men; 
refent day are defpifers of prophecy, are the 
‘nftruments of fulfilling it. 
So clear was the page of prophecy refpecting the coming of the Mef- 
fiah, that about the time of his birth, it was generally expected. Nay; 
even in furrounding nations there was a prevalent idea, that about that 
time, an extraordinary character would appear among the Jews. And 
fach is the ftate of the yore mind throughout Europe, at the prefent 
period, concerning the fall of popery. . It is an object of general ex- 
pectation. Even papilts themfelves are faid to have {trong apprehenfions 
i ad. | 
The are things that never could have been foretold with any degree 
of precifion, but by the infpiration of God. Indeed it is upon this 
principle, that he refts his claim to Deity, in oppofition to the idols of 
the heathens. His appeal is, “* Shew us what flmil happen :’’—the 
things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are Gods*. 
Hence it follows, that if in any inftances the gift of prophecy is found 
among men, it is communicated from the Molt High. Such {peak in 
the name, and by the authority of God. And can we for a moment 
imagine, that the God of eternal truth will give evidence in favor ofa 
fyftem of falhhood: or that the holy one of Ifrael would thus give a 
facred fanétion to the groffeft forgery? No, brethren; you ftart with 
holy horror from fo impious a conclufion ; you receive with gratitude 
that book which wears upon its face fuch a fignature of divinity. 
- In addition to this brief view of the evidence, by which the divinity 
of the chriftian religion, as revealed in the holy {criptures, may be de- 
monitrated, we fubjoin an appeal, dear brethren, to your own expe- 
rience. With pleafure we recolleé&, that we are writing to perfons to 
whom the Gofpel has come, ‘‘ not in word only, but in power, in the 
Holy Spirit, in much affurance¢” .'[o you it has been the word of fal- 
. vation. Under its influence you have felt your underftandings en- 
lightened ; your confciences relieved ; your hearts filled with the exer- 
cule of holy and heavenly affections ; your fouls fupported under trials 
and difficulties ; and your profpects beyond the prefent ftate, bright, 
and fatisfatory. Thefe are experiences to which multitudes are 
mone 429 with which you yourfelves once were unacquainted. Do not 
wonder if they mre the derifion of infidels. .It is no new thing for 
wicked men to {peak evil of what they do not underitand. Burt you, 
brethren, have an inward conviction of the truth of the leading doc- 
trines of revelation. Led to ajuft acquaintance with your own chae 
rater, you perceive yourfelves to be finners ; that your hearts are de- 
praved, all your moral exercifes finful, and your own righteoufnefs to- 


tally infufficient to recommend you to God. Opening the Gofpel, you. 


the difcoveries it contains are admirably fuited to your Ccircum- 
: — Here you are convinced is your only ground of encouragement 
nd fource of comfort. Contemplating Jefus in the character of me- 
ee and reading the kind invitations he has left on record, you re- 
ao toGodin hisname. Difcerning the equity of divine require- 
ats, you owned the guilt you had contratted. Looking to a crucified 
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Chrift, you implored pardon for his fake. Under the influence of thep 
views, you feel yourfelves transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
Now fin is hateful, obedience pleafant, holinefs lovely, fpirituat cop. 
neétionsareamiable, communion with Chriftis delightful, and conform; 
to him defirable. The influence of that felfith fpirit that once ruled jp: 
your heart being broken, you begin to love your neighbour as yourfelf. 
His intereft appears important in youreye. Your bofom glows with 
benevolence. You exclaim, ‘* O let the wickednefs of the wicked come 
toanend®.” The plan of falvation made known in the Gofpel, is won- 
derful. That this hhould be accomplifhed in'a way confiftent with the 
moral character and government of Jehovah; nay to illuftrate thefe 
with frefh views of their glory, far beyond what were ever difcovered . 
before, is truly aftonifhing indeed. You view fucha fyftem of doétrine, 
as worthy of God. It bears the ftamp of divinity. At the fame time 
you perceive that a kind of counterpart exifts in your experience. 
Confcious to yourfelves, that this is not of human production, you 
out, ** By the grace of God, I amwhat I am+.” Withthe Bibkin 
your hand, and this bleffed experience in your heart, you compare them 
together ; you perceive their.correfpondence ; you are convinced both 
are of heavenly original. While fome ridicule your faith as folly, and 
others pretend te pity you as difcovering great weaknefs, you live a life 
which is above tothe wife. Tie fource whence itis derived, and the 
means by which it is fupported, are equally unknown to the men of the 
world. But God has revealed them to you by his Spiritf. 

Thus having convincing proof of the truth of Chriftianity in general, 
and happy evidence of your own intereft in the bleflings it reveals in 

articular, you are waiting for the coming of our Lord Jefus Chait, 

he ftranger to God finds that his worldly poffeffions are perifhing ; but 
you have treafures laid up in heaven. Earthly empires may be over- 
turned; but you have received a kingdom that cannot be moved. 
Thofe around you, governed by vifible fcenes, may have their breafts 
corroded with a thoufand anxieties ; while you walk by faith, and enjoy 
a heavenly calm. Time flies; nor would you with to impede its flight. 
Having a glimpfe of the goodly land, you ftand with holy compofure on 
the verge of mortality, and look down the awful precipice with a divine 
tranquillity. Life retires; the world fuffers an eternal eclipfe; the 
fhadows of the evening draw on. Nature is convulfed ; creation trembles 
to its centre; the Chriftian feels an immoveable rock beneath his feet. 
The fummons arrives ; his wings are on the full ftretch ; a ray of celel 
tial light thines around. He cries, “« I know whom I have believed, 
and am perfuaded he is able to keep that which I have committed © 
him§.”” He takes his flight; he is guarded amidft a convoy of holy 
angels; he fafely lands on the happy fhores of the heavenly Canad 
Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man 
is peace. 

Brethren, are thefe things fo, what manner of perfons ought you ® 
be in all holy ‘converfation and godlinefs? You profefs a religid 
famous for its unrivalled fyftem of morality ; be fure you fairly illuitratt 
this evidence of its divinity. Walk as becometh the Gofpel.. Adom 


* Pfalm vii. 9. + 1 Cor.xv.te, {1 Cor. ii. § 2 Tim. 11 
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the doétrine of your Lord and Saviour. Let all around you fee the 
truth of your faith, by the influence it hath on your praétice. Thus 
ou will evidence its reality, and exhibit its genuine nature. Supreme 
ove to God, and difinterefted ‘good-will to men, are the fum of prac- 
tical godlinefs. The exercife of the latter, ever accompanies the 
exiftence of the former. Such a temper has an enlarging tendency : 
It will make a perfon truly generous and public-{pirited. It counteraés 
that narrow, felfifh, contracted temper which prevails in a degenerate 
heart. It unlocks the bofom. It expands the foul. It melts the heart. 
It prompts to activity. The love of Chrift conitraineth. 

Finally, brethren, let your loins be girded, and your lamps burning, 
and ye yourfelves like unto men that wait for their Lord. Hear your 
afcended Jefus faying, *¢ Occupy till I come*.”” The heavens and the 
earth are thaking. But, amidft all, the caufe of Chrift thall profper, and 
his kingdom fhallrife. Animated with this pleafing profpedt, « be fted- 
fait, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forafmuch 
as you know that your labor is not in vain the Lord+.” 


Signed in behalf of the Affociation, 
| JOHN SUTCLIFF, Moderator. 


* Luke xix. 19, # a Cor. xv. 58, 
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Tudday Eveninz Vi. Met at Brother Cave’s Meeting-Houfe, in Hervey-Lane, who 
began in prayer. Brother Swecliff was chofen Moderator. Phe Letters from the 
Churches were read, and their Contentsmminuted. The Meeting was clofed 
by Brother Blundel. 

Wednefday Morning V1. Met at the fame Place for Prayer. Brother Nicol); 
Nottingham, Read from Oakham, and Churcha! from Sheepthead, all newly call 
the Miniftry, andl Brother Pletcher of Lofcoe, were engaged. 

paft X. Met for public. Worflip, at the Rev. Mr. Deacon's Meeting-Houfe ip 
Friar-Lane; the Minitter.and People who ftatedly atfembie there, kindly ac: ommodatin 
us with the Ufe of it, as Brother Cave’s was too.fmall to Contain the Congregation, 
Brother Crapps began in Prayer; Brother [Hopper preached from Rom. v. 11. W, isy 
God, through our Lord Chrif, by whom we bave received the Atonement. Brother 
Merris prayed. Brother preached from Luke x. 42. Mary hatb chofen god 
Part which fhall net be taken away from ber. BrotHer Fuller concluded in Prayer, 

The Minitters and Mefengers cetingg, after Diner, to hear the Circular Letter, 
drawn up by the Moderator, which was app: oved and order to be printed, 

Evening V1. Brother M/s prayed; Brother Ryland, from Briftcl, preached from 
Col. i. 26,'27. “The Myftery (or Secret) which bath been bid from Axes and Generations, 
but nav is made manifcft ta bis Saints; to whom God would ‘make known whit is the Riche 
of the Glory of this My/flery among the Gentiles, which is Corift in yeu, the Hope of Glory, 
Brother Edmonds concluded. | 

Thurjday Morning Viti. Met in HerveyeLane. Brother Ewan: of Sutton prayed, 
The Miniiters gelated fome leading Higts of their religious» Experiences during the 
Jatt Year. After which Brother Heigbron prayed, The Bufinefs of the Affociation 
Fund was then adyatted. Though he annual Colle&tions for it have been hitherto 
Small, ats Uvilityis very apparent, cipecially in defraying the Expences of feveral of 
Our Brethren, who have put tiemfeives to greater Coft by frequent preaching in the 
Villeges, than their contracted Civcumitances would admit, Were it not for this 
Affiftance. Broiher Burtcn vas defired to prepare the Circular Letter for next Year, 
containing: A Defence of experimental Religion. The Affociation was concluded with 
Piayers by the Moderator. 
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Phe next Affociation to be held at Spalding, in Lincolnthire, on the Tuue(Zay, Wel 
pefdays and Tburfday in the Whitjun Week, Our Brethren Blunde/ and Fuller to preach, 


Put op at th Grorce, 
State of the Churches. 


4 On a Profeffion of Faith 122 
Added,< By Letters of Recemmendatiopn 5 
4 Rettored after Exclufion - 3 

By Death 6 
| Diminifhed, 2 Difmiffion 


Clear Increa car 76 


Namber of Communicants in xxi Churches iis 1680. 


Lately printed, 


1. A Charge and Sermon delivered at the Ordination of the Rev. W. Belfher, ® 
Worcetter, oY Nyland and S. Pearce, Price 15. 

2. Socinianifin inde fenfible on the Ground of its Tendency, being a Reply 
Dr Toulmin and Mr. Kentith, by A Fuller, Price 1s. 6d 

3. The Impo:tance o; a deep and intimate Knowledge of divine .Yruth, a Sem 
before vhe Baptitt Affeciation at Sr. Albens, June 1796, by A. Fuller. Price 

4- Dialogues between Britannus and Africus. By a Lady. ‘She Profits of this Woe 
are given to the Bapiift Miffion Society. Price 1s, 


Pemodical Accounts relative tothe B tift ; rhe Goipel 
among wit Heathen, Price 1s, 6d, | 
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EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION. 


Ol — 


| 

CIRCULAR 
| FROM THE 


BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, 


Affembled at SPALDING, Lincolnfhire, May 29, 30, 31. 1798. 


Maintaining the important doctrines of three equal perfons in the 
‘Godhead; eternal and perfonal election; original 1in; particular re=- 
demption; free juftificagon by the imputed righteouineis of Chrift; 
¢fheacious grace in regeneration; the final perieryverance Of real be- 
jievers; the relurrection of the dead; the future judg¢ément; the eter- 
nal happinels of the righteous; and everlafting milery of fuch as die 
impenitent; with die congregational order of the Churches, Inviola- . 
‘bly; | 


To the fevera] Churches thev reprefent, or have received letters from, meeting at Lofcoe, 
Deroy hire; Burton-upon-Trent, Staifordthiré; Sutten-Aibfield* and Nottingham, Notting- 
hamibwe; Sheep-head, Leicetter, Sutton-in-the-Klms, Arnfby, and Boxton, Leicetierth ire; 
Gakbam, Ruthend; Spolding, Lincolnthire; Soham* Camiridgefhire} Gretton, Clipitone, 
Guilborough, Breaunitone, Wealprave, Kettering, Moulton, Northamipton, Road, North- 
amptonihwe; Olney, Buckinghamihire; Thorne, Bediordihire; Albans, Herts. 


Grace and Peace be multiplied unto you, through the knowledge iN 
ef God, and of Jefus-our Lord ! 4q | 


) 


Beloved B reth ren! 


“THe mformation we have this year to communitate on the flate 
of our Affociate Churches is neither joyOus NOF grievousin 2ny 
remarkable degree. Our prefent inereale is not equal to our withes, 
hor to tome former inftances; but, bleffed be the Lord, we have not 
thote declenfions amonyft us which at certaia periods we have had 
Ceplote. Moft of the Churches have reft, walkitg in the fear of 
the Lord, and we truft alfo they will be multip ied. — Our focial 
meeting was attended, we truft, with tokens of divine regard, and 
“xprethons of brotlierly love. 
| In 


* The usual Letters from thefe Cl.urcl.es did not come;to hand. 
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